LETTERS          FROM         LAUSANNE

that his Bernese parents would be displeased if
they saw their son becoming attached to a sub)eel:
of the Pays-de~Vaud. Let him go on coming, poor
boy, in secret or otherwise; he will do no harm
either to Cecilia or to his own future, and neither
Monsieur the Governor, nor Madame, will have
any seduction to reproach us with. Here he is,
in company with the young lord! I must leave
you in order to receive them. Here are also the
little dead-alive minister and the animated one.
I am expecting the young scapegrace, and the
young merchant, and many others. Cecilia is
having a reception. A few young girls will come
too, but they are less assiduous to-day than the
young men. Cecilia has begged me to stay at
home and to do the honours of her day, partly
because she is more at ease when I am near her and
partly because she thinks the air too cold for it to
be prudent for me to go out.

LETTER VII
(The same)

You would desire me, in your admiration of
Cecilia and your family pride, to banish the Gover-
nor's son from my house. You are wrong; you
are unjust. The richest and best-born girl of the
Pays-de-Vaud is a bad match for a Bernese who, by
marrying at home, gains far more than fortune;
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